#301, 5204-50" Avenue
YELLOWKNIFE, NT
X1A 1E2

April 15" 2008

Greetings from the NWT/Nunavut Bird Checklist Survey!

The NWT/Nunavut Bird Checklist Survey is entering its 14" year of amassing information on bird
distribution across the Territories. The Checklist Survey is a volunteer program that hundreds of
researchers, tourists, government staff, and lodge owners have participated in since 1995.

Your observations are important. The data collected is used by government and non-government
organizations for bird conservation and management. If you have not participated before, why not
make 2008 your first year surveying! Even if you can only identify a few species (e.g. Snow
Geese, Canada Geese or Snow Buntings), we encourage you to share your observations and take
pictures of species you aren’t sure about (we will assist you with identification once you have sent
us the pictures).

As a researcher in northern Canada, you are in an excellent position to contribute to the Checklist
Survey database. You and your staff visit parts of the Territories that few other people ever see,
and so your input is valuable. We would appreciate it if you or your assistants could fill out a
few forms over the course of your field season in the north. If you already keep daily bird
lists in your camp, and do not wish to fill out individual forms, please contact us to make
alternate data-sharing arrangements. (E.g. We can easily accept Excel or similar tables with bird
observations.)

This package includes:
(1) A brief description of the Checklist program
(2) A map of NWT/NU showing where we have information from, and areas for which we
are missing bird information.
(3) A printable copy of the Checklist form (includes instructions on how to complete the
form).

Please return any completed forms to the address marked on the Survey forms. You can download
additional forms from the Survey website, www.pnr-rpn.ec.gc.ca/checklist.

If you have any questions about the Survey, or how to participate in it, please call Craig Machtans
at (867) 669-4771, or e-mail NWTChecklist@ec.gc.ca. If you know any other scientists that will be
conducting research in the north this year, please share this letter and package with them.

Thank you!

The NWT/NU Bird Checklist Survey
& Canadian Wildlife Service, Yellowknife




il

Environment Environnement
Canada Canada

Canadian Wildlife Service — Environment Canada
Northwest Territories/Nunavut Bird Checklist Survey

The Canadian Wildlife Service of Environment Canada is requesting CiCAT IPY members to
voluntarily participate in the NWT/NU Bird Checklist Survey program. This bird monitoring
program relies on the observations and reports of volunteers. It was initiated in 1995 by the
Canadian Wildlife Service to collect information on the distribution, abundance and breeding
status of birds in the Northwest Territories and Nunavut. Your participation in the program
will increase the baseline knowledge of bird species in the Arctic. Take a look at the map on
the next page and see if your project will be visiting a region for which we have no
information collected to date.

Why collect bird data for NWT/NU?

Checklist data can provide a great deal of useful information that is otherwise difficult to
collect in a large, remote area like the North. By working cooperatively with volunteers, a
database of bird sightings is being used as baseline information for further studies,
environmental assessments, more accurate mapping of bird distributions, and (if the
database becomes large enough) detecting major bird population changes.

What information is collected?

The program is designed for convenience. Bird observations can be as specific as reporting
an actual point count for birds, or as simple as the number of species observed at a camp
over a one week period. The program collects information on all birds including: breeding
status, nest information, and general location and habitat type where the birds were
observed.

Can anyone access these data?
Yes. Information from the Checklist Database may be obtained by contacting the Canadian
Wildlife Service. Data can be sorted and retrieved by geographic coordinates, individual

species, species groups, land claim, Bird Conservation Regions, National
Parks or Territory.

NWT-Nunavut Bird
Species at Risk T s
The program is particularly interested in collecting observations of species e
at risk such as Whooping Crane, Yellow Rail, Peregrine Falcon, Short- Tl
eared Owl, Common Nighthawk, Rusty Blackbird, Red Knot, Ivory Gull, £
or Eskimo Curlew.

]

PRy

contact Canadian Wildlife Service for more information

e Website: www.pnr-rpn.ec.gc.ca/checklist
(download PDF versions of the Checklist forms in English or French)

e Email: NWTChecklist@ec.gc.ca

® Phone: (867) 669-4773

e Mail: NWT/NU Bird Checklist Survey, Canadian Wildlife Service, 301-5204
50th Ave, Yellowknife NT, X1A 1E2

Bird observations collected during your project activities are a
valuable contribution to wildlife monitoring and management!

Canada
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NWT-Nunavut Bird

Checklist Survey Form

T"IE' MWT-MNumavut Bird
Checklist Survey is partof a
national affort to collect
scientific data on the
geographic distribution,
abundance and breeding
status of birds. Your data
may be used far
consarvation decizions
made in the north.

The Survey is administersd
by the Canadian Wildlife
Service of Environment
Canada, in cooperation with Parks Canada and the
Governments of the Northwest Territorizs and Munawut.

Please visit cur website to leam maore about the program;

wWww.pnr-rpn.ec.gc.ca'checklist

Please read and follow these steps to help us find out
rmore about birds Morth of 80.

1. Fill aut the personal and location information (sections
A-C).

2. On the list (section D) record the numbser (or best
estimate) of birds you cbserve and a breeding code fora
24 haour ar shorer period in 3 10210 km or smaller area.
3. Fill put section 'F if your observations are from above
the treeline.

4. Return your completed formis) to:

NWT-Nunavut Bird Checklist Survey
Canadian Wildlife Service

Suite 301, 5204-50" Avenue
Yellowknife NT X1A1E2 CAMNADA
Fax: +867.873.81485

e-Mail: NWTChecklisti@ec.go.ca

Revisnd Fab 2307
L]

A. OBSERVATION INFORMATION

Observer Name:

Address:

Phaone Mo: [ |

a-Mail:

Mames of additional observers (note all or list a numkber):

Diate: [day'monthiyear)
Start Time: ___ ;. am.dp.m. (circle one)

End Time: _ :  amJfpm.

Tatal chsensation time: (hours)

Location Information: Mame of ara, featurs, or location.

Latitude:

Or UTMs 4
Longitude; . ' "

Zone;
UTM Easting _ __ __ Morth ___ (im metres)
B. commEnTs

Provide notes on unusual chservations such as

rarities, extra-limital sightings, odd behaviour, odd
habitat associations. For rare or unusual birds, include
photographs for verification. Give a

detailed description of identifying features and
behaviour



C. PLEASE ANSWER EACH QUESTION s/ gue N EY

Wheat Kind of Count Did Yiow Do

Casual Chservation O
{feeder count, Inglvidual bird noke, &30)

Point or Staticnary Count O
{ensurs guration ks recorded on fIrst page)

Transect or Traveling Count O
Distance fraveled durng count km
Area Count/Search O
Ares covered for count km®
Man-Standard (=24 hrs) O
How Inclusive Was Your Co
This list reports all birds seen at the site O

or is limited to one or a few species at the site O

Wit Ia your birdwaiching skl level 7

Ability of observer {or group) to detect and identify all
species present (including 1D by songs/calls) was:

Fair O
[hrere S5 TERY

Gogd O

(PE-aa

Excellent O
(=S

Lk g ag=el e iy 1 fior detecting birds in the area visited:
Fair O Good O Excellent O

Circle the dominant habitat type and check all ofhers that
Eletljs

O Forest O Taiga O Rack

0O Wet Tundra O Ory Tundra O Potygonal Tundra
O Riverine O Lake O Marsh/\Wetland
O Esfuary O Tidal Marsh O Coastal Marine
O Sea lce O Tidal Mud Flat O Metwork of ponds
O Alpine O Hurnan Sattlemeant

Crther (Specify)

E. EXTRA INFORMATION

Age and Sex of Birds: Record the number of adulis in the
main part of the form. Use the Comments section of this
form to record the number of juveniles andfor the number
af males or females.

MNest Records: The Checklist database accepts nest
records, using the same methods and cards as the Cntario
Mest Record Scheme. Go to our website to find the
necessary materials.

F. OBSERVATIONS AT OR BEYOND THE TREELINE

"This sugplementary information contributes to PRIZM
{Program for Regional and International Shorebird
Maonitoring ) - an international initiative that documents
breeding conditions for shorebirds in arctic regions.”

Please provide an estimate of snow cover in your study
area during your observations:

Owverall snow cover % On flat ground %
Permanent snow cover %  Onslopes %
lee cover an local lakes during your ohservations: %

Did any major storms/snowfalls/bad weather ocour?
O Mo
O During your survey
O During the previous 24-48 hours

Tips to avoid common problems:

Fil oul Te date Neld

Give he best cooroinates or lacation Infomatian wou can.
Inz223d of using "10%s" or "many” o gescribe how many birds
you coumted, eslimate a minimum number and make 3
comment that it was a minimum estimate.

4. Recoro the highest breeding status code for each spacles It
possiniz, ¥ you leave the Neld blank, your obsenalons wi
all b2 marked with coge X"

[T

Thank you for participating!

Piaase noTe that &l hird dara Submimed 1o
1his program Is In the pubiic domain. Mo
parsonal 0aia is retaasad.

Canada
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|D. sPEciEs

Red-throated Loon

Surt Seoter

Semipalmated Plaver

Ring-illed Gu

Factic Loan Winlte-ainged Scater Kllidezr Calfformia Eul
Comman Logn Comman Goldznsye Amesiean Avaces Hermng Gull
Yeldow-bllled Loon Barow's Goldeneys Grealer Yellowlzgs Thayer's Gu
Fled-bllieg Grab= Buffieheag Legger Yellowiags Icatand Gul

Homed Grabe

Hooded Merganzar

SolRary Sandpiper

Glaucous Sul

Red-necked Grabe

Comman Merganser

Wangerng Tatller

Great Black-bacizg Gull

Earag Grabs

Red-braagtad Manganser

Spoltied Sandplper

BlacH-1egged Krtlwake

Morthern Fuimar Rucdy D Uplang Sanoplper Ross's Gl
Grealer Shearwaler Osprey Estimo Curew Sabine's Gu
American White Pelican Bald Eagle Whirnbred laony Gull
Diouble-cratad Carmarant Goiden Eagle Hudstrian Gewit Caspilan T2m

Amerizan Bikem

Noriharn Harmier

Martied Goowlt

Commen Termn

Tundra Swan Sharp-shinned Hamk Fuddy Tumslone Arclic Tem
Trumpeter Swan Coopers Hawk Fed Knat Black Tam
Graater White-fronted Gooss Marthem Goshawk Sandering Diovekls

Snow Goose

Swalnson’s Hawik

Semipalmatea Sanopiper

Thick-billed Mume

Roge's Gogse

RedHalied Hawk

Wiestem Sandpiper

Razoroll

Erant

Fougn-legged Hawk

Lagst Sandpiper

Black Gulllemo?

Canada Goose

Broag-winged Hawk

Wihitz-rumped Sandplpar

Aflantic Puffin

Cacking Goose

American Keslrel

Balrd's Sanoplper

Miguming Dove

Green-winged Teal

terin

Pectoral Sanoplper

Great Homed Ow

American Black Duck

Feragrine Falcon

Furple Sandpiper

Snowy 0wl

tallard

Gyrfalcan

Dunin

Northem Hawi Ow

Nartharn Pinla

Spruce Grouse

Silt Sanoplper

Bamed Cwl

Blus-ainged Teal

Dusky (Blu2) Grouse

Buff-breasted Sangplper

Great Gray Ow

Noriharn Shoveler

Wilow PLamigan

Short-bllieg DowRcher

Long-aared Cwl

Gadwall

Fock Sfamigan

Lang-alied Dowitcher

Short-eaned Owl

Amesican Wigean

Winite-2alled Fiarmigan

Wiisan's Snip=

Bareal Crad

Wiizan's Phalarops

Comman Nightnawk

Red-neciad Phalarops

Bafted Kinghshar

Fed Phalarope

Yelow-belied Sapsucker

Canvastack Ruftad Grouss
Rednean Shamp-taled Grouse
Fing-necked Dk Yelow Ra

Grealer Seaup Sora

Fomarne Jaeger

Diowny Woodpecker

LeEsEr Scaup

American Coot

Farasitic Jasger

Halry Waondpacker

Caomman Eldar

Sandhlll Crane

Lang-alied Jazger

Am. Three-toed Weodpecker

KIng Eier

wnooping Crang

Fran&in‘s Gull

Black-backed Woodpecker

Harzguin Duck

Black-bellizg Plover

Lizia Gul

Northern Flicker

Long-alied Duck

American Gokden Flover

Bonapare's Gu

Flleated Woodpecier

Black Scoter

Comman Ringed Piover

Maw Gul

Cilve-sided Flyzatcher




SPECIES

Weshern Wood-pewes

BR |

SPECIES

Warled Thrush

| sPeCiES

Harris's Spamow

£ ER | ISPECIES P

Gray-crowned Rosy Finch

Yeliow-belleg Fiycatchar

aliow Wagtall

WE2-Crownesd Spamow

Ping Grosbeak

Alder Flycatcner

American Pipit

Dark-syed Junco

Purple Finch

Least Flycatcher

Bakamiar Waxwing

Lapland Langspur

Feed Crosstill

Hammand's Flyzatcner

Cedar Waiwing

Smitn's Langspur

\White-winged Crogsbil

Easlem Phosbs

Eurcpaan Staring

Snow Sunting

Common Redpol

Eay's Phoete

Tenneeses Wartler

Resa-preasted Grosbeak

Heary Raopodl

Eastem Kingbiro

Orange-crowned Warbder

Red-winged Blackbird

Fine Siskin

Morthern Shrlks

‘Yaliow Warbler

‘Yeliow-headed Sackbrg

Ewening Grosbeak

Blue-headed Vireo

Magnoila Warble

Rusty Blaciold

House Spamow

Warning \Virea

Yeliow-rumpsa Warnler

Erewars Slackbid

|SPECIES NOT ON

Red-ayed Vireo

Cape May Warkier

Common Gracile

Fhliagelphia Vireo

Palm Warbler

Enoam-neanss Cowalrd

aray Jay

Bay-nrzasted Warbier

Eiank-Diled Magpie

Black-and-wWnhe Warbier

BREEDING EVIDENCE CODES (BR column on checklist)

AMEncan Crow Blakpol Warsler | Level of Code
Comman Raven Mouming Waroles = £
o I o 0 Waroler n h - P "
= Observed X Bird idenfified, but no indication of

. o breeding or outside of breeding season
e e Possible H | Bird ohserved and/or breeding calls heard
wiokel-green Swaliow Canaua Wamizr in suitable nesting habitat during the
Eank Swallow Wiison's Warbler I:Ire_eldl ng EeaS‘?ln - - -

Probabhle P Pair ohserved in suitable nesting habitat
CIFT Swalow Crwenbind n - -

T Territory presumed through territorial
e R nesting behaviour at same location on at
Blask-capped Chickades Common Yelowshroat least two occasions a week or more apart
Gray-heaied Chickadee et Fieast C | Courtship behaviour batween a male and
afemale
Lt Westem Tanager V | Visiting probable nest site, without other
Red-oreasied Nuthaich American Tree Spamow evidence
\Winter Wran Chipping Sparmaw N Nest buildingfexcavation of nest hole hy
Wrens or Woodpeckers

Marsh Wren CI]}-}:IC—T—J SpaIToW - — -

—— - Confirmed NB | Mest building or adult carrying nest
Amerizan Dipper esper Sparmo material: do not use this code for wrens or
Golden-crowned Kingled Savannah Sparow woodpeckers
AuGy-crowned Kinglet Le Conte's Spamow DD | Distraction display or injury feigning

] ! f
Morthern Wheatear Melzon's Shap-taled Spamos U N Used nestar edg shells found
e Fox Sparow FL Recen._ly ﬂed-ggd -,r.oung or downy -,-ounlg
e —— — ON | Occupied nest indicated by adult entering
OAmsENT's Soltare Song Spamaw or leaving nest site or adult seen
Gray-cheekzd Thrush Lincoln's Spamow incu |j|;3[ing
Swalnson's Thrush SWamg Spamow CF | Adult seen camying food or faecal sac of

- young
Hermilt Thissh White-throated Spanrow -

NE | MNest with eggs
Amercan Robin (Zoklen-crowned Sparmow NY NeS[ With yDUng




