
#301, 5204-50th Avenue 
YELLOWKNIFE, NT 
X1A 1E2 
 
April 15th  2008 
 
 
Greetings from the NWT/Nunavut Bird Checklist Survey! 
 
 
The NWT/Nunavut Bird Checklist Survey is entering its 14th year of amassing information on bird 
distribution across the Territories. The Checklist Survey is a volunteer program that hundreds of 
researchers, tourists, government staff, and lodge owners have participated in since 1995.  
 
Your observations are important.  The data collected is used by government and non-government 
organizations for bird conservation and management.  If you have not participated before, why not 
make 2008 your first year surveying! Even if you can only identify a few species (e.g. Snow 
Geese, Canada Geese or Snow Buntings), we encourage you to share your observations and take 
pictures of species you aren’t sure about (we will assist you with identification once you have sent 
us the pictures). 
 
As a researcher in northern Canada, you are in an excellent position to contribute to the Checklist 
Survey database. You and your staff visit parts of the Territories that few other people ever see, 
and so your input is valuable.  We would appreciate it if you or your assistants could fill out a 
few forms over the course of your field season in the north. If you already keep daily bird 
lists in your camp, and do not wish to fill out individual forms, please contact us to make 
alternate data-sharing arrangements. (E.g. We can easily accept Excel or similar tables with bird 
observations.) 
 
This package includes: 

(1) A brief description of the Checklist program 
(2) A map of NWT/NU showing where we have information from, and areas for which we 
are missing bird information. 
(3) A printable copy of the Checklist form (includes instructions on how to complete the 
form). 

 
Please return any completed forms to the address marked on the Survey forms. You can download 
additional forms from the Survey website, www.pnr-rpn.ec.gc.ca/checklist. 
 
If you have any questions about the Survey, or how to participate in it, please call Craig Machtans 
at (867) 669-4771, or e-mail NWTChecklist@ec.gc.ca.  If you know any other scientists that will be 
conducting research in the north this year, please share this letter and package with them. 
 
Thank you! 
 
The NWT/NU Bird Checklist Survey 
& Canadian Wildlife Service, Yellowknife 

  



Canadian Wildlife Service – Environment Canada 
Northwest Territories/Nunavut Bird Checklist Survey 

  
The Canadian Wildlife Service of Environment Canada is requesting CiCAT IPY members to 
voluntarily participate in the NWT/NU Bird Checklist Survey program. This bird monitoring 
program relies on the observations and reports of volunteers. It was initiated in 1995 by the 
Canadian Wildlife Service to collect information on the distribution, abundance and breeding 
status of birds in the Northwest Territories and Nunavut. Your participation in the program 
will increase the baseline knowledge of bird species in the Arctic. Take a look at the map on 
the next page and see if your project will be visiting a region for which we have no 
information collected to date. 
 
Why collect bird data for NWT/NU?  
Checklist data can provide a great deal of useful information that is otherwise difficult to 
collect in a large, remote area like the North. By working cooperatively with volunteers, a 
database of bird sightings is being used as baseline information for further studies, 
environmental assessments, more accurate mapping of bird distributions, and (if the 
database becomes large enough) detecting major bird population changes.  
 
What information is collected?  
The program is designed for convenience. Bird observations can be as specific as reporting 
an actual point count for birds, or as simple as the number of species observed at a camp 
over a one week period. The program collects information on all birds including: breeding 
status, nest information, and general location and habitat type where the birds were 
observed.  
 
Can anyone access these data?  
Yes. Information from the Checklist Database may be obtained by contacting the Canadian 
Wildlife Service. Data can be sorted and retrieved by geographic coordinates, individual 
species, species groups, land claim, Bird Conservation Regions, National 
Parks or Territory.  
 
Species at Risk  
The program is particularly interested in collecting observations of species 
at risk such as Whooping Crane, Yellow Rail, Peregrine Falcon, Short-
eared Owl, Common Nighthawk, Rusty Blackbird, Red Knot, Ivory Gull, 
or Eskimo Curlew.  
 

Contact Canadian Wildlife Service for more information  
• Website: www.pnr-rpn.ec.gc.ca/checklist  
(download PDF versions of the Checklist forms in English or French)  
• Email: NWTChecklist@ec.gc.ca  
• Phone: (867) 669-4773  
• Mail: NWT/NU Bird Checklist Survey, Canadian Wildlife Service, 301-5204 

50
th 

Ave, Yellowknife NT, X1A 1E2  

 
Bird observations collected during your project activities are a 
valuable contribution to wildlife monitoring and management! 
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